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Deuteronomy, chapter 23

9. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, for you were a sojourner in his land. 
--------------- 

Deuteronomy, chapter 24

19. When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it; it shall go to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow—in order that the LORD your God may bless you in all your undertakings.
20. When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over them again; that shall go to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.

21. When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not pick it over again; that shall go to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.

22. Always remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore do I enjoin you to observe this commandment.
--------------

Exodus, chapter 22

20. And you shall not mistreat a sojourner, nor shall you oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Leviticus, chapter 19

33. When a sojourner sojourns with you in your land, you shall not oppress him.

34. The sojourner who sojourns with you shall be as a native from among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord, your God.

Deuteronomy, chapter 10

17. For the Lord, your God is God of gods and the Lord of the lords, the great mighty and awesome God, Who will show no favor, nor will He take a bribe.

18. He executes the judgment of the orphan and widow, and He loves the sojourner, to give him bread and clothing.

19. You shall love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Exodus, chapter 23

9. And you shall not oppress a sojourner, for you know the feelings of the sojourner, since you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

10. Six years you may sow your land and gather in its produce.

11. But in the seventh [year] you shall release it and abandon it; the poor of your people shall eat [it], and what they leave over, the beasts of the field shall eat. So shall you do to your vineyard [and] to your olive tree[s].

12. Six days you may do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest, in order that your ox and your donkey shall rest, and your maidservant's son and the sojourner shall be refreshed.
--------------

Deuteronomy, chapter 5

12. Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord your God commanded you.

13. Six days shall you work, and do all your creative labor,

14. but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall do no creative labor, neither you, your son, your daughter, your manservant, your maidservant, your ox, your donkey, any of your livestock, nor the sojourner who is within your cities, in order that your manservant and your maidservant may rest like you.

15. And you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord your God took you out from there with a strong hand and with an outstretched arm; therefore, the Lord, your God, commanded you to observe the Shabat day.

Deuteronomy, chapter 15

12 If a fellow Hebrew, man or woman, is sold to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall set him free. 
13 When you set him free, do not let him go empty-handed:

14 Furnish him out of the flock, threshing floor, and vat, with which the LORD your God has blessed you.

15 Bear in mind that you were slaves in the land of Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I enjoin this commandment upon you today.
Deuteronomy, chapter 24

17 You shall not subvert the rights of the sojourner or the fatherless; you shall not take a widow’s garment in pawn. 
18 Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and that the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore do I enjoin you to observe this commandment.

19 When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it; it shall go to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow—in order that the LORD your God may bless you in all your undertakings.

20 When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over them again; that shall go to the sogourner, the fatherless, and the widow.

21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not pick it over again; that shall go to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.

22 Always remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore do I enjoin you to observe this commandment.

----------------
The Difficulty:  Psychological

Fear of the Unfamiliar Other

Trauma - Wounded People Wound People

Victim Mentality

Vengeance
Stockholm Syndrome – identification with/desire to emulate the oppressor
--------------
The Difficulty: Theological
A People that Dwells Alone

Chosen People
Amalek /Demonization
Theo-historical Determinism: Jewish suffering at the hands of the gentiles is part of the divine plan

---------------

The Difficulty:  Sociopolitical

Dispersion

Political Disempowerment 

Continued Persecution and Anti Semitism
-------------- 
Traditional Recognition of the Difficulty: Psychological

Exodus chapter 14

8. And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with a high hand.
Translation of Yonatan of the phrase ‘high hand’ – ‘with a raised hand overcoming the Egyptians’

Translation of Onkelos of the phrase ‘high hand’ - reish galei – ‘heads held high’
Rabbi Mordechai Yosef of Ishbitz, Mei haShilo’ach (The Flowing Waters) 
“Not against others with pride and a feeling of superiority rather they felt as free people without fear of any man”.

Rabbi Herzl Hefter
There is a danger that the Israelites, because of the trauma of slavery, would not properly separate from the abusive environment in which they developed. It is very tempting to adopt a stance of victimhood and self-righteousness. Together, these characteristics seem to grant the moral high ground. However, adopting a posture of victimhood and allowing it to shape one’s personality and the lens through which one views the world can be very destructive. Too often, the victim turns into the victimizer. The abused becomes the abuser.  Undoubtedly, the Israelites suffered terrible injustices at the brutal hands of their Egyptian masters.  However, to adopt the role as ‘victim’, when the post slavery era did not justify it, would in a sense perpetuate the slavery.  Their “freedom” would be no freedom at all; it would be slavery in a different form. Their experience would be oriented back towards their oppressors – it would be a reaction to Egypt. https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/our-egyptian-entanglement/
-------------

The Problematics of the Passover Seder

“In every generation they try to destroy us”
“Laban attempted to destroy everything”
Rabbi Yose Hagelili says, "From where can you [derive] that the Egyptians were struck with ten plagues in Egypt and struck with fifty plagues at the Sea? … Rabbi Eliezer says, …You can say from here that in Egypt, they were struck with forty plagues and at the Sea, they were struck with two hundred plagues." 
Rabbi Akiva says, says, "From where [can you derive] that every plague that the Holy One, blessed be He, brought upon the Egyptians in Egypt was [composed] of five plagues? … You can say from here that in Egypt, they were struck with fifty plagues and at the Sea, they were struck with two hundred and fifty plagues."

“Pour out Your wrath upon the nations that do not acknowledge You, and on the kingdoms that do not call on Your name.  For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitations.  Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let Your fierce anger overtake them. Pursue them in wrath and destroy them from under the heavens of the Lord.” (Psalms 79:6-7, 69:25; Lamentations 3:66)
The Lacuna
-----------------
Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel
ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL AND OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE ASSEMBLED ON THE DAY OF THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE OVER ERETZ-ISRAEL AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND ON THE STRENGTH OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HEREBY DECLARE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN ERETZ-ISRAEL, TO BE KNOWN AS THE STATE OF ISRAEL. …
THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
---------------
Suggestions for Changes to the Seder
*Discuss “In every generation they try to destroy us”
*Skip the matter of “Laban attempted to destroy everything”
* Delete the section about the multiplication of the plagues

*As per the mishna at the end of Tractate Pesachim, complete the homily of  Arami Oved Avi by adding the missing fifth verse and expounding upon it: “He brought us to this place and He gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey”. (Deut. chapter 26 verse 9)
-When you expound, you should bring the verse in Leviticus chapter 25 verse 23 that says that the Land of Israel belongs to God and the Jewish People are mere sojourners and residents upon it. You should also of course bring the verses that were brought above about proper behavior towards the sojourner as the result of memory of being sojourners in Egypt.

-You can also bring verses from the Prophets that connect the right to live in the Land of Israel with proper behavior towards the sojourner: Jerimiah chapter 7 verses 1-7 and chapter 22 verses 1-9, Yehezk’el chapter 22 verses 1-8 and 29-31, Zechariah chapter 7 verses 8-14.

-Also you can bring Yehezk’el chapter 47 verses 21-23 that command to allot land in the Land of Israel not just to the Jews but also to the sojourners that live among you.

*Two possible replacements for ‘Pour Out your Wrath’:
-The mishna at the end of Tractate Eduyot chapter 8 mishna 7 that says that Eliahu HaNavi will return only in order to resolve disputes and to bring peace to the world.

-Text from 16th Hagadah (That may however only have been written in 1963):
Pour out your love on the nations who know You
And on kingdoms who call Your name.
For the good which they do for the seed of Jacob
And they shield Your people Israel from their enemies.
May they merit to see the good of Your chosen
And to rejoice in the joy of Your nation.

